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On day of humiliation observed on the occasion of swearing the covenant, end of March or beginning of April

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


    



  

CHAPTER 1


  
    Fragment of Preface
  




  

  





The following Sermon, with the two addresses that precede it, were
delivered, as appears from internal evidence, at St. Andrews, on a day of
special humiliation observed there, prior to the swearing of the National
Covenant, probably towards the end of March, or the beginning of April,
1638. The Covenant had already been sworn and subscribed at Edinburgh on the
28th of February of the same year.  Copies of it were thereafter taken to all
parts of the country, and solemnly sworn after due humiliation and
fasting. St. Andrews was one of the three only burghs in Scotland, of which
Aberdeen and Crail were the other two, from which Commissioners were not present
at the first swearing of the Covenant in Edinburgh; and Henderson, as being the
fittest person for such a mission, was sent to that city and important seat of
learning, to endeavour to gain it over to the Covenanted cause. We have here the
Sermon and addresses he delivered on the occasion, by means of which, in part at
least, the object of his mission was successfully achieved. The services of the
day seem to have consisted (1) of what was called a Preface, only a fragment
of which remains, the first page or two of the MS. being lost; (2) of the
reading of Scripture, the portion read being Deuteronomy 28; (3) of a kind of
running comment on the chapter read, with application to the particular business
in hand; and (4) of a Sermon on Psalm 110:3
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CHAPTER 2


  
    Remarks on Deuteronomy 28
  




  

  





Here was read after prayer, Deuteronomy 28


    
        Sermon, Psalm 110:3
        
        

        

    
    



  

CHAPTER 3


  
    Sermon, Psalm 110:3
  




  

  





Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauty
of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy
youth. The reader will remember that the sermon preached by
Henderson at the Glasgow Assembly in the end of this year, on the occasion of
the excommunication of the bishops, was from the 1st verse of this Psalm.
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At the weekly exercise, probably toward the end of summer
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CHAPTER 4


  
    Exercise, Galatians 5:7-9
  




  

  





The Exercise was a kind of critical discourse, on a passage of
Scripture, generally delivered before the Presbytery, on a week-day.
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At St. Andrews, October 21, 1638, when the communion was given there by M. A. H.
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CHAPTER 5


  
    Preface
  




  

  





An explanation of the M in the initials will be found in a
foot-note by the present Dr MCrie to his Introduction to the Life of Alexander
Henderson by his father, the late Dr MCrie. This mode of designating the hero
of the covenant, says the note in question, alluding to the designation in the
text 'Mr Alexander Henderson', which is kept up throughout the following
memoir, now sounds as oddly as Mr John Milton, or Mr William Shakespeare. In
Hendersons time, however, it was considered no mean distinction for any one to
be entitled to 'write Master to his name', and the practice of applying the
academical title to great men continued till the commencement of the present
century. Henderson spelt his own name differently at different times. I have in
my possession, adds Dr MCrie, an attestation sent by him to the Town Council
of Edinburgh, 'subscryved in name of our Session at Leuchars, August 20, 1626,
M. Alexr. Henrysone.'


    
        Sermon, Philippians 4:6-7
        
        

        

    
    



  

CHAPTER 6


  
    Sermon, Philippians 4:6-7
  




  

  




It is a matter, beloved, that is very comfortable for us, to have this peace
and this liberty to assemble ourselves thus publicly in the house of God all of
us together, for serving of the Lord our God, and for advancing the salvation
of our own souls. And when the Lord gives unto us such a fair hour of the day
of his gracious visitation in such a tempestuous time as this is, we had need
to take notice of it, and to learn to make the right use of it. Even as ye know
people use to do when there is a unseasonable harvest time, whenever they can
have a fair hour in it, they cut down their corns and gathers them together.
And yet, albeit that this sort of peace be a very comfortable thing, to have
such a peace at such a time, yet it is exceeding far more comfortable for us to
have our souls filled with that peace, whilk is spoken of in this text, whilk
now we have read to yow. And this peace, when we would have it, we must still
come to Christ, and get it through him: and that peace, whilk is gotten through
Christ, is that peace whilk passes understanding. And if we had it, we should
be guarded and keeped by it, in our hearts and in our minds, against all these
fears and discouragements wherewith our souls are compassed about, as by so
many enemies; and we must of necessity be overcome by them, unless we be
guarded by such a strong guard as this peace of God is. Surely, beloved, this
is the very thing that of all things we stand in greatest need of at such a
time as this;
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CHAPTER 7


  
    Conclusion after the Communion
  




  

  




We have to regret, beloved, that when our hearts should be present, and should
be lifted up, to the praise and honour of God, and to the comfort of our own
souls, that then we should find them to be blind, senseless, and unbelieving,
in the receiving of spiritual things: when we look unto them, ofttimes we find
them astray aff these things; and when they are present, we cannot get them
lifted up as they ought to be. And yet nevertheless of all this, we must not
leave aff the work, because we find it to be so; ay, if we have but ane honest
purpose, let us be going on in doing as we can. I will not go now to anticipate
the doctrine of Thanksgiving which is to be declared to you after
noon.
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CHAPTER 8


  
    Preface
  




  

  





At this point begin the Discourses preached at Leuchars, in
Hendersons own Church, and to his own flock. The first is a Sermon on
Hebrews 11:28, one of a series on the same chapter, which follow in this
volume. It was preached on April 8, 1638, the Sabbath before the Communion. To
this Communion a special interest attaches, as being the first that was
observed in Hendersons congregation since the renewing of the Covenant. In
the services connected with it, it is but natural to expect that pretty
frequent allusion should be made to that important event, and this we find to
be the case, not merely on the day of the Communion itself, but on this, the
Sabbath which preceded it. In the Preface which follows, we find these
words,We have lately renewed the Confession of our Faith, and that in a
solemn manner; before the eyes of many witnesses we have entered in a Covenant
with God; and in the Sermon which succeeds it, we find the preacher saying,
We have in a very special manner shortly been renewing our Covenant with God,
and now, he adds, we are to receive and put to the seal to the Covenant. The
Sermon is preceded by two Prefaces and two Prayers, and is followed by a third
Prayer considerably longer than either of the two first. This was the
forenoons work. The afternoons work consisted of a Sermon on Hebrews 11:29,
the verse following that preached on in the forenoon, preceded by a Preface and
a Prayer, and followed by another Prayer. This was the whole work, forenoon and
afternoon, of what commonly we call the preparation Sabbath. Next follow the
services ot the Communion Sabbath itself, and after these, those of the Sabbath
after the Communion; the whole forming a collection the interest and value of
which can hardly be over-estimated.
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CHAPTER 9


  
    Prayer
  




  

  





Among that mans [Hendersons] other good parts that was one, a
faculty of grave, good, and zealous prayer according to the matter in
hand. Baillie i. 128.
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CHAPTER 10


  
    Preface
  




  

  




Unprofitable and fruitless are our assemblies when the Lord deserts us, and
leaves us to ourselves, and to fight with our awin ill hearts, when we are
about so great and so good a work as this,to honour the name of the Lord our
God, and to help forward, in some degree and measure, the estate of our awin
souls.

But if so be that the Lord be pleased to descend, and to enter into our hearts
by his Spirit, through Jesus Christ, then we will be able to do a great and a
glorious work. And therefore, great need had we to be earnest with the Lord,
that he would assist us at thir times, and timeously to do it, that so our days
be not spent before this work of our salvation be begun. And therefore, let us
now, from the sense and feeling of our wants and need, and from confidence in
his goodness and mercy, humble ourselves before the Lord our God, and beg his
spirit, and entreat him to be present with us at this time.
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CHAPTER 11


  
    Prayer
  




  

  





We were next settling [in the Westminster Assembly] on the manner
of the prayer, If it were geod to have two prayers, as we use, before
sermon, or but one, as they use.Baillie ii. 123.
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CHAPTER 12


  
    Hebrews 11:28
  




  

  




Great and wonderful has been the power and praise of faith in all believers
ever since the beginning; but especially it has been great in this cloud of
witnesses made up by the apostle here in this cap. In the whilk number, Moses,
that faithful servant of God, he is counted as ane, for by faith, when he was
come to years, he refused to be called the son of Pharaohs daughter; choosing
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures
of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the
treasures of Egypt: for he had respect to the recompense of reward. And that
could not be done but by faith, for faith was the eye whereby he looked upon
the recompense of reward; it was by faith afterwards that he was careless of
the wrath of the king of Egypt; and it was faith that made him to see him, who
to natural sense was invisible, and faith made him to look only to him who was
invisible. And so his faith prevailing above his sense, his invisible sight
above his visible, he feared not him who was visible to sense; but feared him
only who was invisible to sense, and visible to the eye of faith.

Now, in the words that I have read to you, it was by faith also that he did
this, that when he perceived a great destruction coming upon the Egyptians, who
had for a very long time resisted the power of God, it was by faith that he was
assured that Gods people should be safe from this sudden destruction. And
therefore, at the commandment and direction of God, he ordained the Passover to
be celebrate, and the blood of the paschal lamb to be kepped
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CHAPTER 13


  
    Prayer
  




  

  




Lord, thou art just and righteous in all thy ways, and holy in all thy works;
and when the wicked have treasured up wrath again (against) the day of wrath,
thou has also laid up a treasure of judgments to punish them with. And albeit
the judgments be long in coming, yet, when they come, the slowness of them is
recompensed with their weight, and they are very sore, for thy wrath is not as
mans wrath; his is soon come, and then it is soon gone. Yet, this is the
comfort of thy people, that even when thou destroys thy enemies, then thou art
good to them, in guarding them about with thy providence, as with a fiery wall,
and in giving them peace within; and albeit they cannot tell particularly how
it is done, yet they know that it is only thou who is the doer of it. Lord, we
beseech thee, therefore, to guard us so also. We cannot tell how soon thy
judgments may come upon us who are in this land; now, for Jesus' sake, when the
destroyer comes, draw thou thy sword against thy enemies and the wicked in the
world, and save thy awin people, and let them know that verily there is a
deliverance and outgait for the righteous in all their distresses. And,
therefore, give us grace in time to be better acquaint with Christ, that so we
may know him, and know the virtue of his blood, and that it is he who rules his
kirk, and does all things in his wise providence for holding his people
together, and that he sall make everything that comes to be comfortable to his
awin children. And we beseech thee, O Lord, because everything that we do is
but unprofitable without faith, and when we have any measure of faith, then we
find sense to be very strong, and many exorbitant corruptions, Lord, therefore
make it sensible to us that there is some other thing in us than nature, even
this grace of God whilk he bestows upon his awin children. Lord, give unto us
repentance for our ignorance, for, alas! we are very ignorant; we know not the
gospel, nor Christ that is revealed in the gospel, as it becomes us. And
because we are full of doubtings, and ready to fall away from thee, therefore
give us faith to believe thy word, and to believe in Christ, and to put our
whole trust in him: and let us know also to whom it is that we lippen
ourselves. And, Lord, we beseech thee, in thy awin time, to give us the
persuasion and assurance of the remission of our sins, and a testimony in our
own souls of our adoption here, and that we shall hereafter be co-heirs with
Jesus Christ in glory. When prosperity is with us, then we think the world to
be the best of it, but when we are in trouble any way, then we say that it is
good and necessar for us to be seeking to heaven; therefore, we beseech thee to
snib (check) such thoughts as these in us, and give us grace to be content with
thy dealing, for thou can put us to a light trial. And, therefore, dispose of
us according to thy wisdom and mercy, and give us grace to draw in to thee in
time, while thou art calling upon us? and albeit we see nothing in ourselves
wherein we can glory, yet give us grace to draw near to thee, and to glory in
thee. Lord, be merciful to all thy awin people in all the parts of the world.
Thou has some of thy awin among the most wicked in the world: we beseech thee
to hasten their calling. Lord, oppose thyself against the kingdom of Antichrist
and all the supposts (supporters) thereof: and we beseech thee to be merciful
to thy kirk that is born down by afflictions; help her out of them, and bear
down Antichrist. Thou has begun to consume him; Lord, spend him quite, that so
he may be seen no more. Be merciful, O Lord, we beseech thee, to thy kirk
within this land. We have entered ourselves in a covenant with thee, and who
knows the excellency of that, to have thee to be their God? and who is there
who can ponder sufficiently the weight of that, to bind themselves to serve
thee, the Lord? And, therefore, we beseech thee to give us grace to think upon
it, that so we bring not on heavier wrath upon ourselves now, than we could
have done before; for these who have still gone on into a course of defection,
their judgments sall not be so heavy as ours, if so be that we endeavour not to
keep our covenant that we have made, and to do as we have said. We beseech
thee, O Lord, to find out the way for peace and comfort to thy awin people, and
for establishing of thy worship among us. Lord, thou has the hearts of all men
in thy hand, even the hearts of great men and princes; and therefore we beseech
thee to settle our Kings Majesty his heart to a peaceable course,
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CHAPTER 14


  
    Preface
  




  

  




Certainly, beloved, it will prove so in end, and it will prove so many times by
the way, that blessed is that man whose God is the Lord, and who has that
assurance wrought into their souls. And therefore, since there is no
blessedness but that, and we say all of us that we would be at blessedness, it
is our part to be drawing nearer to God, and to be making use of the means we
have, whereby we may know him, while we have the opportunity. If we will be
considering of this, the Lord will continue the means with us, and he will also
supply what is deficient, for to him that has sall be given. But if we use not
that whilk we have, and be seeking more of the outward means, it is but like
the dealing of the hypocrite Jews, who cried, The temple of the Lord, the
temple of the Lord! and yet, in the meantime, did not labour with their hearts
to draw near to God. Surely the Lord will not take it in good part that we be
crying for a reformation in the kirk, if in the meantime we be not crying also,
and labouring earnestly, for a reformation into our awin hearts: if there be
any abomination and hypocrisy in the sight of God, this is it. They, I am sure,
are more acceptable to God, who lives in security and corruption, and yet
sometimes are getting some drops of grace, than these who has the means of
Gods worship and of their awin salvation in purity, and does not make use of
them. And, therefore, let us acknowledge this to be our guiltiness, for what
can we do more to have religion and the means of Gods worship keeped in purity
among us? yet what better is the greater part of you, in your life and
conversation, than ye were at the beginning? This is nothing else but only to
seek to have the means, but not to make use of them: this is not to draw near
to God, and to know how great a favour it is to have God for your Lord. This,
indeed, is your guiltiness, all of you; and it is the greatest guiltiness that
can be, for it is the contemning and despising of the gospel. And what sall we
do to get this mended? For there is a remedy for the breach of the law, to run
to Christ in the gospel; but when we have lightlied (slighted) the gospel,
where sall we run then for expiation? Is this enough, think we, to serve God at
our hours, upon our days, and as we please, according as our carnal and fleshly
minds says to us, and not according to the rule whilk God has set down? This,
indeed, is not the way of Gods children; but if ye would serve God aright, ye
must deny yourselves, and whatever he directs you to do, follow that.  Thus
sall there be honour to God, good example to others, and comfort to your awin
souls.
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CHAPTER 15


  
    Prayer
  




  

  




There is nothing more natural for us, O Lord, than disobedience against thee,
and not to do as thou hast bidden us; while in the meantime our wisdom, it is
directly opposition against thee; and we love the world, and the love of the
world is enmity against thee also; and we love our ease and our pleasures; and
so we are always enemies to the cross of Christ. Lord, we have not as yet
attained to this, to get our necks subdued to Christs yoke; and this rebellion
sticks fast into our souls, that we make not thy will to be a law to us, but
our awin will; and makes our will, in a manner, to be a law to thee: for we
prescribe forms of Religion to ourselves, and upon performing these, we promise
peace to ourselves. Lord, it is over mickle that we fail, so oft as we do, of
ignorance and weakness, but that we should go against the light of our awin
minds, and so wrong our awin consciences, this is a fearful, yea, and almost a
desperate case. And, therefore, O mighty God, while thou calls upon us, (for
while thou calls it is not in vain,) while thou lights thy candle and has any
lost money to seek, while thou sends out the good Shepherd to bring home the
wandering sheep on his shoulders, now, for Jesus Christs sake, look where we
are hiding ourselves; sweep the house, and find us out, and gather us into thy
treasures. And where we are wandering on the mountains of sin, following the
silliness of our awin hearts, and exposing ourselves to be preys to Satan and
all our enemies, Lord, take us on the shoulders of thy mercy, and bring us home
again to thy sheepfold. And we entreat thee, O Lord, because there are some
hours of darkness, and some of light and comfort, let us still find comfort in
thee. Lord, give us grace, while thou art dealing thus with thy people in this
land, to bring them home to thee, and making them vow to leave all, and to
follow thee, that we be not out of this covenant: for if we do not so, then,
when thou sends deliverance to them, it will be nothing else but destruction to
us. Lord, there is no remedy for us, in our hardest cases, but only to flee in
under the shadow of thy wings. For this end, Lord, win in upon our hearts, and
be thou our God, and establish us to be thy people: and, Lord, let us know thy
loving-kindness towards us, that so that may knit our hearts to thee, whilk are
so framet (strange) always to thee. Write thy law in our hearts; incline our
hearts to do thy will, and not to covetousness. Lord, if thou would give us
another nature, than the nature of the old Adam, then we would have other
inclinations than we have; and till we have this new nature, we may well study
to do things that are good, but it goes not kindlily to work; for grace is
weak, but the old man is very strong. Therefore, we beseech thee, O Lord, to
take the hammer into thy awin hand, and beat down thir hard hearts of ours; and
take the sword into thy awin hand, and slay thir living corruptions that are in
us. And, Lord, from above dress that heavenly plant of faith, and all other
plants that are necessar for us to have in our souls; and give us grace, when
we look in to our awin hearts, to see some heavenly buds of faith, love,
patience, etc., sown there; and where there be any buds of this kind, water them
by thy Spirit, and warm them by thy consolations; and hold down the weeds, and
snib them, that so the good plants may grow and thrive. Lord, we have not
thriven well in worldly things this while by-gane, but has been plagued in
them, because we have not laboured to find grace prospering in our souls; and
if so be that we kent this aright, we would count it rather done in mercy than
in wrath; for it is better for us to meet with affliction in natural things,
than to prosper in them, while in the meantime we prosper not in grace. And,
therefore, Lord, give us grace to know wherefore it is that we have been thus
afflicted, that so we may make the right use of it, and that we may know that
these are not blessed who has corn, wine, and oil, but these are only blessed
who has the Lord for their God. And, therefore, give us large hearts that
cannot be satisfied with anything here, and give us holy hearts, that so we may
get sin mortified in them, and give us also resolute hearts to go on into thy
ways against all difficulties. And give us patience to bear whatsoever thou
sall be pleased to inflict upon us, that thus, being furnished by thy grace and
Spirit, we may go on into thy ways. What thou thinks meet to be spoken to us at
this time, accompany it by thy Spirit, and let us be helped forward in our
course by it. Sometimes thou will be pleased to lend thy awin a far lift
forward into the way, and sometimes thou will help them but one step; anything
that it pleases thee to do, do it; but we beseech thee to let us aye find that
we are going forward; that so, albeit we find many oppositions, we may still be
going on into thy ways till we come to the end of them, through Jesus Christ.
In whose, etc.
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CHAPTER 16


  
    Hebrews 11:29
  




  

  




There have been many egregious and notable proofs of the grace of God in his
children observed in this chapter;
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CHAPTER 17


  
    Prayer
  




  

  




For us, O Lord, as we are of ourselves, there is nothing we can do can please
thee, or be acceptable to thee, if so be thou draw not our hearts to believe in
thee; for without faith it is impossible to please thee: and therefore we
desire to have faith inferred upon us. For Jesussake, and in his name, we
beseech thee to take us in among the number of believers; and although that
there be great mixture of imperfections in us, yet pass by all these, and look
to the excellency of that begun work of faith; and build it up, we beseech
thee, till it be perfyted, and the capstone put upon it. Lord, we beseech thee
to furnish us in all our necessities, and give us strength to win through all
our difficulties. For sall our faith be as a burn or strype (a rill), to run
fast in winter, but to go clean dry in summer? sall we seem to have faith when
we have nothing ado with it, and then when we have ado with it, sall we find
nothing but ane toom (empty) bag? We beseech thee to give us faith to abide in
all cases whatsoever. Certainly there may be great troubles upon thy people,
but faith will overcome them all. O if we could know Christ as he has revealed
himself to us, and know the promises that he has made to believers ! There be
general promises that he has made to all, and particular promises that he has
made to some: we may go on in generals all our time, and be confident through
these that all sall be well, and yet be beguiled; but, Lord, let us see the
particular promises to belong to us, and see the fruits of our faith. And when
we see so many worshipping stocks and stones, and ilk ane of them destroying
another, and drowning them in the sea of unbelief; if then we find the fruit of
faith in being separate from them, we have great cause to praise thee, since we
might have been as they. Glory be to thee, O Lord, who has made the difference
between this land and other lands about us; and blessed be thou who, when we
had almost lost all hope of continuing the light and purity of the gospel among
us, that yet thou is pleased to work among us, and to make it as a resurrection
from the dead
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CHAPTER 18


  
    Preface
  




  

  




The ways of the Lord are not as our ways are: our ways, when we are left to
ourselves, to our awin guiding, they are nothing else but foolishness. When we
rejoice, then we are overjoyed, and when we mourn, then we are full of sorrow;
when we rejoice, we rejoice so as if we were never to mourn again, and when we
mourn, we mourn so as if there were never a day, nor ane hour, nor a moment of
mirth to come to us all our time again. But when the Lord is with us, and
bestows anything upon us, he deals in another manner than this; for he tempers
our estate, and makes it up of a mixture of rejoicing and sorrow, so that beth
will be in his children. And therefore it is, that we have that exhortation,
Psalm 2, Serve the Lord in fear; and what adds he? Rejoice; and how
should we rejoice? Rejoice in trembling: there we have rejoicing and
trembling both of them put together. And there the prophet is speaking to great
men, to kings and to princes; as if he said, Even ye kings and princes, serve
the Lord in fear, and rejoice in trembling.

Beloved, who 1is there of us who lives now into this land, that can be so great
strangers into it as to deny that we have all matter of rejoicing? First,
We should rejoice in the patience of the Lord, who has spared us for such a
long time, so far contrair to our deservings, and has not yet removed the
candlestick of the gospel, and poured out heavy judgments upon us.
Secondly, We should rejoice in the providence of God, who, contrair to the
expectation of all, the desires of many, and contrair to the threatenings of
the malicious enemies, has yet continued the light of the gospel with us to
this day, when they thought to have had it altogether extinguished.
Thirdly, We should also rejoice into the rich and great mercy of God, that
has put it into the hearts of so many into this land to renew a solemn and
public covenant with the Lord their God; and so he also to renew a covenant
with them, he promising to be their God, and they promising to be his people.
Now, God forbid that for all these we should be so senselessly unthankful, as
not to consider that we ought to rejoice and to be thankful to God for these,
even for his great patience in sparing, for his providence in continuing the
light of the truth with us, and for his great mercy in making his people enter
in covenant with him, and he also to enter in covenant with them.

And yet, beloved, because the temper is of Gods mixing, I would have you to
rejoice with fear; and yet this, not that I would have you to have a doubting
fearthat ye need to doubt of Gods favour any way; for I will assure you
that ye had never greater cause to assure yourselves of the favour of God than
ye have now. But it is another sort of fear that I would ye should have, and
this is it, that we may come in humility before the Lord our God; whatever we
be in the eyes of the world, yet let us still adore and admire God, and come in
humility before him. For the angels, who are glorious spirits, and are in the
heavens with him, and knows more than any human flesh now can know, yet they
adore him, and hide themselves, and cannot behold his glory; and, indeed, the
more that we know of him, the more will we adore him. Then I would have you to
come in great reverence before the Lord, because he is the Lord Jehovah, the
great and mighty God. And, whilk I would have you most of all to look unto,
even that ye come with a Christian care and fear, that so ye come not short and
miss the comfort of the Lords promises, and that ye come not short in
performing your duty, whilk ye owe to the Lord. Beloved, only a word now to
stir you up to cry for grace to the Lord, and this is it. If the Lord have
appointed a man for destruction and condemnation, he will never get ane ear to
hear and eye to see, nor a heart to understand what it is that the Lord is
doing about him, nor what his servants in his name are speaking. Ye have ane
example of this set down, 1 Samuel 2:25; Eli there, he spake to his sons,
that they had transgressed against the Lord, and that they made the Lords
people to transgress: but it is said, They hearkened not to the voice of their
father; and the reason of it is given, For the Lord had appointed to slay
them. And therefore, as ye would wish to be free of the destruction of the
Lord, cry for eyes to see, ears to hear, and hearts to understand what it is
that the Lord is speaking to you. And again, Genesis 18:17-19, the
Lord says of Abraham, Sall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do, seeing
that Abraham sall surely become a great and mighty nation? And why will he not
hide it? That the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he has spoken of
him. And therefore, when God has purposed to do ill to any, he puts it in
their heads to use no means to eschew it; and when he has purposed to do good
to any, he puts it in their hearts to use all lawful means that they may eschew
it. And therefore, in everything that is good rejoice, and rejoice in it with
fear and trembling; and beseech the Lord to give unto you ears to hear, eyes to
see, and hearts to understand what it is that the Lord speaks to you, that so
ye may use the means to eschew his judgments, and may be also exercised about
the means, how to get good to your awin souls; that so the blessing of the Lord
may be begun upon you this day, and may continue with you all the days of your
life, through Jesus Christ.
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O Lord, we are now, after a special manner, in thy sight and presence: thy eye,
whilk sees and knows all things, is now beholding us. And when thine eye
beholds us, we are sure that our ignorance will be seen by thee to be great;
our manifold wanderings, our great imperfections, our unbelief and manifold
corruptions, we are sure will be seen in us. We, O Lord, when we have entered
into the examination of our awin hearts, have seen somewhat there that has been
wrong; but we know not our awin hearts, for the heart of man, it is hid from
himself and from all others but only from thee; but there is no corner thereof
that is hid from thee. And if then our consciences have convinced us and
condemned us, (and how can we say or think that we have consciences, if so be
that they have not convinced us?) then how much more must thou convince us and
condemn us, who is far greater than our consciences ! We acknowledge, O Lord,
thou has a controversy against us into this land, especially because we have
not taken to heart thy loving kindness towards us, whilk thou has shewn to us
so many ways; that we have not discerned the day of our awin visitation, that
so we might know the things that belonged to our peace, whilk day has continued
so long with us; that light is come into the world, and we have delighted to
walk in darkness rather than light. We acknowledge, O Lord, that this may put
us into the greatest fear of thy wrath, that the greatest part of us does not
as yet know thee, the Lord, but are strangers to thee and to thy son Jesus
Christ; and we are continually fighting against the Holy Ghost in the use of
the means that thou sends to us. If the Gentiles, who had not such means as we
have, were justly condemned by thee, because they did not walk in that little
twilight whilk they had by nature, then how great must the condemnation of
hard-hearted sinners be, who have neglected the great salvation revealed to the
world by the preaching of the gospel! Lord, we are not able to answer to thee
for one of a thousand, no, not of ten thousand of our sins. It would be the
blackest, ugliest, and fearfulest sight that ever we yet saw, if so be that our
sins were set in order before us. And there is nothing that puts us into a
greater fear, than that boldly we have renewed our covenant with thee, and has
not considered of it, mor of our ways since; there is little reformation seen
in the most part of our lives, and it is to be feared that there is little
renovation in our hearts. That is sure,if thou has established us to be a
people to thee, and thou will be a God to us, there will be a change in us; and
this change, it will be first begun into the heart, and then it will be seen
outwardly into the life and conversation. Lord, thou who has honoured us thus
so many ways, that in thy patience thou hast spared us so long, in thy
providence thou has given us this good day, and of thy great mercy has made us
to enter in a covenant with thee, Lord, we beseech thee that as yet thou would
do the rest of the work, and cease not till thou put the capstone upon it. And
because we are come here this day to honour thee, Lord keep us that we do not
dishonour to thee now; for this indeed will be a lamentable case, if we
multiply sins upon our awin heads, when we profess to be come to seek pardon of
them. We are come here for salvation; let us not get a further seal of our
damnation. Lord, therefore accompany the means by thy Spirit, and thou who has
given unto us natural life and ability to bring us here, give us also a
supernatural life, and make it sensible to us now that we have some measure of
spiritual life. And thou who makes the sun to shine into the firmament, make
the sun of righteousness to shine in into our dark souls, and the light of thy
countenance to shine in into the darkest corners thereof, that so we may see
these things whilk we have not yet seen; that if we be yet in nature, we may
skar (take fright) at that filthy and ugly estate, and hasten out of it, and if
we see ourselves to be i the state of grace, we may rejoice in that, and go on
into it. And thou who makes the wind to blow, and it bloweth where it listeth,
and no man seeth it, but heareth the sound thereof, make thy Spirit to enter
into our souls, that so we may get refreshment and consolation thereby from
above, and direction how to walk. And as the wind blows where it will, so does
thy Spirit enter where it will, therefore let us find it into us; for if we
have thy Spirit, then we have Christ also, and if we have thy Spirit and
Christ, that will be ane evidence to us of our election here, and that we sall
be possessed in that rich and glorious in heritance hereafter. And because all
depends upon our sanctification, Lord, look upon our blind and wandering minds
and hard hearts, and give unto us present and seeing minds and soft hearts.
Satan, he is ready to withdraw our minds from thy service; there is none who
can hold their minds present, except thou be pleased to compass us about, and
hold them in; Lord, therefore we beseech thee to do it. And because our
unbelief is the cause of all the ill and mischief that comes upon us, and now
we are about the means how to get faith, O if we could now find the hand of God
rooting up this filthy weed, and sawing in the precious seed of faith, that so
we might believe the promises of the life to come; for if we had these, then we
might find a change both within and without. Lord, if thou be pleased to hide
thyself from us now, and expose us to the craft, malice, and cruelty of our
enemies, then we will be undone. Alas! sall Satan, when we are come to seek and
serve thee, hinder us from that, and from getting good to our awin souls in
these means? Lord, go betwixt us and his tentations: thou has promised to be a
sun and a shield to us; Lord, let us find the perfiting of thy promise, both in
preserving us from all our enemies, and in bestowing every good thing upon us.
- And we entreat thee, Lord, to bring our souls to this, to apprehend of the
things that are to come; for, in truth, we acknowledge that we are greatly
bewitched with things present: thou, Lord, can quicken our sight, draw our eyes
therefore aff these things whilk are perishing, to look to things that endures
for ever. We will go all of us out of this world in a short time, and it is not
long since we came here; and shortly there will be others filling our places
again. O if we could consider that we are now upon the stage, acting our part,
and strive to know what is our duty, and do that; that so we may in our short
time here be acceptable to thee, and profitable to our awin souls, and may at
last receive the recompense of reward purchased to us by Jesus Christ. In
whose, etc.
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It is by faith that any good work is begun to, and it is faith principally that
carries us forward in the doing of it against all difficulties that we can
rancounter with in the way in the doing of it; and it is faith also that must
bring the work to a comfortable conclusion; and it is by faith that we must be
possessed in things promised by God, whilk promises are apprehended by faith,
and so hoped for. Ye heard before (so many as were here), that it was by faith
the people of God went through the Red Sea, and the Egyptians [were] drowned in
it. And the truth is, albeit it be not set down here, yet it was by faith they
came to the wilderness, and all things were furnished to them there in a barren
desert, and that miraculously only, of the great care and extraordinar
providence of God, both meat, drink, and clothes. It was by faith they overcame
their enemies there, even these mighty kings of Bashan, etc. And it was by
faith that they passed through Jordan miraculously; and now when they are into
the promised land, it is by faith that they must be possessed into it, and
build Jerusalem in the midst thereof for a habitation for the Lord of glory, as
he had appointed. For if they had not had faith, it would have been impossible
for them to have won through the sea as they did, and then come so far on: and
now, when they are into the land, it is als impossible for them to possess
themselves there, and to overcome such strong cities as were there, whilk they
were informed of a little before, by the spies that were sent to see the land.
Now what should they do in this case? Joshua 5, it is said, Joshua and the
people, they see a strong city there, and strong walls about it; and there were
not such engines of war then to batter down walls as are used sensyne (since
then); and no question albeit there were believers among them, who believed the
general promise that they should be possessed into that land, yet in that
particular they were troubled, how they should get that strong town overcome.
At this time there appeared to Joshua a man over against him, with his sword
drawn into his hand. And Joshua said to him, Art thou for us, or against us?
for then he knew not who it was.  And he said, Nay, but as captain of the host
of the Lord am I now come. Then Joshua knew that it was Jesus Christ, and fell
on his face and worshipped, and said, What sayeth my Lord to his servant? He
says, Be not feared for this Jericho, for I have given it into thy hand; and
whereas he would have asked next, How sall that be? he says, Ye sall do no
more but this, go march about the city, as I direct you; the armed men of you,
let them go in the front, and next unto them seven priests with seven trumpets,
and these not the silver trumpets, but trumpets of rams' horns; and after them
let the ark of the Lord follow, and then all the rest in the rear: and this ye
sall do seven days. Six of them ye sall go about but anes ilk day; but the
seventh day ye sall compass it seven times, and at the seventh time the priests
sall blow their trumpets. Then all the people sall give a great shout and the
walls sall fall flat to the ground. Now Joshua, he hears this spoken, and he
knows that it is the Lord who speaks it, and therefore he believes it, and he
tells the priests to tell it to the people, and he tells it out to them so far
as his voice could extend: and God puts it in their hearts to believe the
promise, and they march on and obeyed the direction; and so through their faith
and obedience the success follows answerable to the promise, and they take in
the city.

That ye may take up the purpose the better, consider of it in thir four
particulars. 1. The great strength that stood up against the people of God
here, under the name of the walls of Jericho. 2. The special and principal
strength that Gods people opposed against these strong walls, Faith. 3.
The weak means that the people used for casting down the walls. If they had
been bidden fight, they would have done it; but the Lord would not have them to
fight now, albeit they were made to fight afterwards,now they must use the
weak means that the Lord had appointed, and that was, To compass the walls
seven days, and as it is Joshua 6 ilk day of six they compassed it but
anes, and the seventh day seven times. 4. There is the happy and victorious
success of the people of God against their enemies. He makes the walls to fall,
and they fall so as if there had been no wall there at all, even flat to the
ground; and the people of God went in and destroyed their enemies. Certainly,
were there never so strong holds against us, could we grip to the promise of
God, and believe it in faith, and go on in obedience to it till the seventh day
and the seventh time of that day, we would undoubtedly get the victory because
of the truth of Gods promise, who has promised that his people sall rule over
their enemies.

I. The walls of Jericho. The people, they behoved to make fordward against
thir walls for als strong as they were, for they were now come out of Egypt,
and they had broken the yoke of their servitude there; they were come through
the Red Sea, and were baptized there, as the apostle calls it; they were come
through the wilderness, and had overcome the kings there; and they were come
through Jordan: and now they were entered into the promised land, what sall
they do?

It is hard for them on all sides, for this was a strong city they were to set
upon first; for them to go back, they had no promise that Jordan should be
divided as before; when they are through Jordan, they would meet with strong
enemies into the wilderness, and they had no promise to overcome them. And when
they are through the wilderness, where sall they go to next? They had no
promise that the Red Sea should be divided; and suppose they went about the Red
Sea, then they must go back again to Egypt: and going back to Egypt, they go
back to their former slavery, and I may say to a worse slavery than ever they
had been in before, yea in great hazard of losing themselves and all that they
had, and of all that came after them. And therefore they resolve this, that
there is no returning for them, but they will fordward into the way, and will
set against this city, for als strong as the walls of it were, yea suppose
every stone in the wall were a man, yet they will to it. Beloved, when we are
anes entered into a good course, we must not return again; for if we return
again, it will be very hard with us. In the matter of the redemption of our
awin souls, is it not great folly for us, when we have anes shaken aff the yoke
and bondage of sin, and has begun to go on in the right way, that then we sall
begin to return, because we see some great mountain to be in the way? If we
return, then our bondage sall be seven times multiplied upon us; and it had
been better for us never to have known the way of righteousness, than having
anes known it and entered in it, to turn back again. And viewing the case of
the kirk of Scotland presently, we may say this of it, When we have begun, by
the mercy and power of God, to shake aff the yoke whilk was. lying upon us,
whilk fourteen taskmasters
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O Lord, we thy people are now drawing near to thee, even in the nearest degree
of familiarity that can be in the external means; thou can get no further
honour in external means, nor can we get further comfort than is to be gotten
now, if we use the means according to the warrant of thy Word, and they be
accompanied by thy Spirit.  Lord, send down thy Spirit upon every heart that is
here, and work powerfully upon them all, and strengthen them for this work: and
bestow now these things upon us, whilk may tend for our spiritual nourishment
to life everlasting. Lord, we acknowledge that this thy dispensation towards us
is wonderful, for it is thou, Lord, who is our maker, and it is thy providence
that upholds us; and when this is known to thy people, it is a blessing to
them. And besides all these things, we acknowledge that it is of thee we have
that great benefit of our Redemption, and indeed we cannot wonder enough at the
depth of it,that thou should shew such a favour to any people, that thou
thyself should find out a way how thy justice should be satisfied, and thy
people should find the taste of thy mercy. And we acknowledge, O Lord, that it
was of thy great mercy that thou did send the light of the gospel here; and
when the sun thereof was at the setting, that thou made it to stand, yea turn
back by so many degrees. We might justly [have been] in darkness of
superstition, and been drowned in papistical idolatry; yet thou has not done
it. And how is this, Lord, that thou has made a tryst
    
        First
        
        

        

    
    



  

CHAPTER 22


  
    First
  




  

  




Beloved, there has been divers preparations and examinations for this action;
therefore lose not all these for not taking heed to yourselves now. Therefore
return your spirits from all external things, and only meditate on the death of
Christ. I know there are different degrees of knowledge; yet let these who has
the meanest measure of knowledge come here with honest hearts, and they sall
not go empty away at this time. And because, as it is Joshua 6:10 when the
people went about the walls of Jericho, they were commanded [to be silent], for
this end, first, that whatever obloquies the enemies spake of them, they should
not take heed to them; for before the seventh day were at an end, they should
repent all their speeches, and therefore he would not have their minds
withdrawn by answering them.
    
        Second
        
        

        

    
    



  

CHAPTER 23


  
    Second
  




  

  




I beseech you, beloved, to gather all your thoughts together now, and trouble
them not with thinking upon other things; think upon that whilk ye are about
now; have the sense of Gods presence; and let your souls be present, and think
it not enough for you to be present in your bodies. I told you that silence was
enjoined to thir people, that their hearts might be exercised about faith, for
it was only by faith that these walls were tane down; so I would have you to be
exercised about faith now. For us to tell what were the things whereupon they
exercised their faith, we cannot, for that is not revealed; but I may say there
were variety of purposes into their hearts: for all the thirteen times they did
compass the walls, there would be enough to hold their minds well exercised.
And if ye yourselves will consider what ye have been hearing and doing thir
years bygane, ye need not to want enough to think upon; albeit we should speak
no more to you than was spoken at the beginning, ye need not to want matter of
meditation.

Whatever was the matter of their meditation, they might have thought upon that
whilk is set down in that Hebrews 11:3; and we may think also upon these; and
we will find it not to be unprofitable for us. By faith we believe that the
world was made; we have no warrant to believe that it was created but only by
the word of God. And so they might have thought, God has made all the world,
whilk is greater nor Jericho, and he can destroy it again when he pleases; and
so may not he also destroy this strong city for us? And if we think right upon
it, it may put us in hope of two very great works; first, of our regeneration;
second, of our resurrection. When he created the world, he did no more but
spake a word, Let there be light, and it was so; and so if the Lord sall but
say the word, Let there be light into our dark souls, it must be so also. 2.
He says that at that last day he sall raise up these ugly bodies of ours, and
instead of corruption they sall put on incorruption; then if thou believes that
the world was made by him, and he destroyed it, and made it to flourish again,
thou will also believe the resurrection. So we can look upon none of the
creatures but we may think it was God who made this, he can ruin it when he
pleases, and he can restore it again; so can he do with body and soul.
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I would leave to speak anything to hinder your meditations, but I know that
some hearts are so barren that they cannot find a good motion to meditate upon.
If ye find it s0, it is a token ye are blind; for if ye will look in right to
your own souls, ye will find good motions there, that ye may rejoice in them,
or else ye will find them to be fruitful in ill and bad thoughts, and barren in
heavenly thoughts, whilk may humble you. And if ye find your heargs barren of
good thoughts, send up your prayers to heaven to fetch down thoughts from
thence. If men have any good thing in their bodies, minds, estates, etc., they
have a great care to show it; but we should show it before the world that we
have Christ seated into our hearts and persons, in our families and
congregations. Ay, the cross and the shame of Christ should be the matter of
thy gloriation: think and talk upon that, and think upon nothing so mickle as
that, and rejoice in it. God forbid that I should rejoice in anything but in
the cross of Christ, says the apostle; and again, I desire to know nothing
but Christ, and him crucified. Thir people, in compassing thir walls, might
have thought of the sacrifices of Abel and Cain,
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Would ye be thinking upon that ye are to be about, before ye come to the table,
ye would find greater comfort into your awin souls; and we might expede
(despatch) the more quickly also. And therefore, strive to prepare your awin
hearts, and be thinking upon this whilk ye are about, before ye come to the
table. It is not ane easy matter to have commandment over our awin hearts;
there is no man who is able, albeit he were as perfyte as Job, (and he by the
testimony of the Spirit of God is called upright), who is able to command his
outward senses as he pleases, and mickle less is he able to command his
thoughts within; for it would be a shame before all the world to see what ill
is within the best. And therefore, if we make not a covenant with all, both
within and without, we cannot keep them. And therefore, I would have you to
make a covenant with your hearts and minds, that so ye may, with present hearts
and united forces, at this time worship, honour, and serve God, and so get
comfort to your awin souls. Alas! beloved, if we could but now remember of
this, To his second coming again, it would stir us up to take heed how we eat
and drink at his table. There are two things fast rooted in many of our
heartsfirst, that we sall never be presented before the Judge; we do
apprehend that: second, that Jesus Christ sall not come again; and yet, for all
that he sall come, and we sall be presented before him. Oh, if we could think
upon this! Oh, but it was divinely spoken, especially at this time, Till I
come again! As if he said, I tell you now, I will be absent from you for a
while, but I will come again; and I leave you this in a token; therefore do it
till then in remembrance of me.

Beloved, there was more matter of meditation for Israel, and for us also, in
that cloud of witnesses. I was speaking to you of Abels sacrifice, who was the
first martyr for the truth, and of Cains. Abels sacrifice might comfort them:
they might think, Others may compass thir walls as well as we; so they might
think again, Cain offered a sacrifice as well as Abel, but it was not accepted.
Wherefore? Because Cain had not a warrant, and so [it] was not done in faith;
but Abels is said to be more excellent than Cains, because it was done in
faith, and had a warrant for the doing of it. So they might think, Albeit these
who are not the people of God compass thir walls, yet that sall do them no
good, nor hinder us. And so we may see the difference between the outward
actions of the wicked and the godly is not great; but the wicked does not what
they do in faith, and therefore it is only a sowing their bread upon the
waters.
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If ye would be filled with heavenly thoughts, (for all our speeches are only to
furnish such thoughts to you), it were well. If the Lord would be pleased to
fall in immediately (exert immediate influence) upon your hearts, and fill them
with holy and heavenly thoughts, that so ye might be also godly without, and
especially now at this time, it would be comfortable to you, and it would be
ane evidence to you of the favour of God. It was by faith that Enoch pleased
God,
    
        Sixth
        
        

        

    
    



  

CHAPTER 27


  
    Sixth
  




  

  




Ye are warned here to remember of the death of Christ; and ye, remembering it
in faith, then ye may apply your hearts and your hands to it. Now, certainly,
without faith it is impossible to please God. Do not deceive yourself to think
that your coming here to the Sacrament does your turn; no, certainly; ye
displease God if ye come here without faith. Your offering of any of these
spiritual sacrifices without faith, is like the Israelites' offering of a
sacrifice without a priest; and that was a thing intolerable. And, therefore,
whatever ye have, strive to find this into your souls; strive to find light,
knowledge, faith, and to have the sense of it, whilk gives peace and joy in the
Holy Ghost, and that certainly is the ground of it. Your present doing it
remembers you of the Lords death, and that he sall come again.

The Apostle says, Without faith it is impossible to please God; for those that
come to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him.
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If so be that we sought the Lord, he would be found of us; and he is a rewarder
of these who seek him. And therefore, in confidence that he is so, remember
that ye are now at the table of the Lord, and ye may now put your hand to the
greatest delicacies under heaven. If we find that there are dainties to be
gotten here, and we are sensible of our wants, and know what our enemies are
seeking against us, were it not good that we should come to seek supply of all?
O but it were good for us that we could get our hearts lifted up to heaven, and
get faith drawn down from heaven, at least some measure of it; then the more
sensible that we were of our wants at first, the grace of God would be also the
more sensible to us, when it came, and we would detest the unbelief of our awin
ill hearts, and would count so much the more of the great mercy of God in
Christ. If so be that we come in faith, must we not be of these who believes
that God is, and that he is a rewarder of these who diligently seek him? There
is not a believer but he who seeks to God; and when he seeks to God only, that
teims (empties) him of all conceit of himself, and makes him to seek more to
God. And then faith assures him that there is a reward for them who seek to the
Lord, as he says to Abraham, I am self sufficient, and so I need nothing from
thee; and am able also to furnish thee in all necessities wherein thou can
stand. It is I who saves thee from all ills, and bestows every good thing upon
thee. Thisis a great comfort, and a sure ground for the child of God to rest
upon; the Lord is a rewarder of them who seek him; he is a sun and a shield; he
blesses thee with all good things, and saves from all ills. He knows not God
aright who knows not both these to be in him, and that he is the disposer of
all things; who will thank God that he bestows any portion in the world upon
him, and is not thankful for his life; or these who rejoices when they find
comfort in their souls, and rejoices not also when they are saved from many
ills; but if thou know God aright, thou must know that both preservation from
ill and bestowing of good comes from him. What is the matter, although we be
not proud in ourselves, nor brag not of anything that is in us, if so be we
know not that there is sufficiency in God? But in acknowledging both these, we
will be humble in ourselves, and give glory to God; and indeed this is the best
case that we can be instill to be humble in ourselves, and ascribing all
glory to God.
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It is by faith that all those great works are done, and it 1s by faith that we
are partakers of Jesus Christ in the sacrament, and therefore it were meet for
us still to be crying, Lord, increase our faith; Lord, I believe; help my
unbelief. If we would come but to this, then our Communion, it would be
acceptable to him, and would be also comfortable to our own souls. Beloved,
although I spake of nothing to you, yet ye should be striving to speak inwardly
to your souls by meditation, and for this end ye should labour to be acquainted
with things, that ye may the better think upon them; and learn now to call your
thoughts homeward, that ye may think only up